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“Progress in America has not come easily, but has resulted from the collective efforts 

of generations. For centuries, African American men and women have persevered to 

enrich our national life and bend the arc of history toward justice. From resolute 

Revolutionary War soldiers fighting for liberty to the hardworking students of today 

reaching for horizons their ancestors could only have imagined, African Americans 

have strengthened our Nation by leading reforms, overcoming obstacles, and 

breaking down barriers. During National African American History Month, we 

celebrate the vast contributions of African Americans to our Nation's history and 

identity. 

 

This year's theme, "African Americans and the Civil War," invites us to reflect on 150 

years since the start of the Civil War and on the patriots of a young country who 

fought for the promises of justice and equality laid out by our forbearers.”  Full text 

of President Barack Obama’s Proclamation on African American History 

Month 2011. 

 
  

LEGACY OF STRUGGLE AND TRIUMPH 

 

Celebrating Black History Month Series – White House 

The White House celebrates Black History Month 2011 by highlighting contributions 

of African Americans work is helping advance the President's goal of winning the 

future. 

http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2011/February/20110201172113su9.075403e-03.html
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2011/February/20110201172113su9.075403e-03.html
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2011/February/20110201172113su9.075403e-03.html
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2011/February/20110201172113su9.075403e-03.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/black-history-month-2011


 
Ursula Burns’ Path to Success in the Fortune 500 

There are four African Americans serving as chief executives in the Fortune 500, 

Fortune magazine’s ranking of the top U.S. companies. Among this small group of 

trailblazers, Ursula Burns of Xerox Corporation has the distinction of being the only 

black female to serve as the chief executive of a Fortune 500 company. 

 

Black History Month Honors Legacy of Struggle and Triumph 

Each February, Black History Month honors the struggles and triumphs of millions of 

American citizens over the most devastating obstacles — slavery, prejudice, poverty 

— as well as their contributions to the nation’s cultural and political life. 

 
NOTABLE AFRICAN AMERICANS  

 
Adam Clayton Powell, Jr - An unapologetic activist, Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., left 

his mark on Congress during his 12 terms in the House of Representatives. Viewed 

by his Harlem constituents as a dedicated crusader for civil rights, Powell earned the 

loyalty and respect of many African Americans with his confrontational approach to 

racial discrimination. 

 

Justice for All: The Legacy of Thurgood Marshall - Thurgood Marshall stands as 

one of the great American heroes of the 20th century: He was the attorney who 

ended legal segregation in the United States with his victory in the Brown v. Board of 

Education case, and the U.S. Supreme Court justice who championed expanded 

rights for every individual American -- minorities, women, and immigrants, among 

many others. 

Beyond Dr. King - This living book profiles a less recognized African American 

figure of importance, introducing figures like Claudette Colvin (the 15 year old 

African American woman who refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery, 

Alabama bus months before Rosa Parks did the same thing), Bishop Richard Allen, 

and Ida B. Wells-Barnett. Read stories of African American achievement and check 

back on the first day of each month to read new profiles of inspiring African 
Americans. 

FUN FACTS  
 

African Americans of the Senate - The role of African Americans in Senate history 

is not limited to those who served in elected office. In fact, one of the earliest and 

most enduring roles of African Americans in Senate history came with the 

construction of the U.S. Capitol.  

 

Facts for Features: Black History Month - Collections of statistics from the U.S. 

Census Bureau's demographic and economic subject area intended to commemorate 

Black History Month.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.america.gov/st/business-english/2011/January/20110131130258kram0.3442957.html
http://www.america.gov/st/peopleplace-english/2011/January/20070126175516xlrennef0.8811151.html
http://baic.house.gov/member-profiles/profile.html?intID=33
http://www.america.gov/publications/books.html#thurgood
http://www.america.gov/notable_african_americans.html
http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/history/h_multi_sections_and_teasers/News_More_Black_History_Month.htm
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/cb11ff_01.html


 

ONLINE READING  

Free At Last - The U.S. Civil Rights Movement - This book 

recounts how African-American slaves and their descendants 

struggled to win — both in law and in practice — the civil rights 

enjoyed by other Americans. It is a story of dignified persistence 

and struggle, a story that produced great heroes and heroines, and 

one that ultimately succeeded by forcing Americans to confront 

squarely the shameful gap between their universal principles of 

equality and justice and the inequality, injustice, and oppression 

faced by millions of their fellow citizens. 

 

The South and Slavery - The South’s economy relied on the labor of slaves, a 

fundamental contradiction of the principle of equality on which America was founded. 

Congress outlawed the importation of slaves in 1808 but not slavery itself, and the 

domestic slave population kept expanding. 

 
PHOTO GALLERIES 

                                  

                                 Visionaries: African Americans Tell Their Stories 

 

 
 

 
The Life and Legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

The U.S. Civil Rights Movement  

 

 

       Black Economic Empowerment in America 

 

                             Historically Black Colleges and Universities  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This electronic publication of the Lincoln Resource Center (LRC) is designed to 

provide you with a selection of web-based articles and documents to keep you 

abreast of African American Politics, history and culture. Our librarians review 

periodicals, reports and other information products available electronically to 

make them accessible to you at your computer desktop. Items posted cover U.S. 

society, politics and culture, economics, international affairs, media, and science 

and technology, among other topics. Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect 

U.S. Government perspectives except when indicated.  Lincoln Resource Center E-

mail:  IRCKualaLumpur@state.gov. 

L I N C O L N  R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R  

3 7 6  J A L A N  T U N  R A Z A K  •  5 0 7 0 0  K U A L A  L U M P U R  
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Website: http://usembassymalaysia.org.my/lincoln/lincoln.htm 

 

http://www.america.gov/publications/books-content/free-at-last.html
http://www.america.gov/st/business-english/2009/September/20090915171137ebyessedo0.7529413.html
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html#/133183/nvlp/
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html#/30145/mlk_legacy/
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html#/39/civil_rights_07/
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html#/30145/black_econ/
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html#/4110/hbcu/
mailto:IRCKualaLumpur@state.gov
http://usembassymalaysia.org.my/lincoln/lincoln.htm


 

 


